
 

Cestui Que Vie Act 1666 

1666 CHAPTER 11 18 and 19 Cha 2 

 

An Act for Redresse of Inconveniencies by want of Proofe of the Deceases of Persons beyond the 

Seas or absenting themselves, upon whose Lives Estates doe depend. 

 

X1Recital that Cestui que vies have gone beyond Sea, and that Reversioners cannot find out whether 

they are alive or dead. 

 

Whereas diverse Lords of Mannours and others have granted Estates by Lease for one or more life or 

lives, or else for yeares determinable upon one or more life or lives And it hath often happened that 

such person or persons for whose life or lives such Estates have beene granted have gone beyond the 

Seas or soe absented themselves for many yeares that the Lessors and Reversioners cannot finde out 

whether such person or persons be alive or dead by reason whereof such Lessors and Reversioners 

have beene held out of possession of their Tenements for many yeares after all the lives upon which 

such Estates depend are dead in regard that the Lessors and Reversioners when they have brought 

Actions for the recovery of their Tenements have beene putt upon it to prove the death of their 

Tennants when it is almost impossible for them to discover the same, For remedy of which mischeife 

soe frequently happening to such Lessors or Reversioners. 
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